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10 February 2020 
 
Honourable Marc Garneau 
Minister of Transport 
Transport Canada 
330 Sparks Street 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0N5 
 
Dear Mr. Garneau 
 
We are writing with respect to the protests that have been taking place at the Port of Vancouver and at 
various locations along Canada’s rail network – including in British Columbia, Saskatchewan and Ontario – 
in recent days.  As you are undoubtedly aware, these protests are not only negatively affecting local port 
and rail operations, they are also having a broader impact on the fluidity of the transportation network 
and its ability to move freight and passengers in a timely and efficient manner. 
 
We appreciate that these protests are related to an ongoing public policy debate on Canada’s approach to 
the extraction and movement of its natural resources, and that it will be challenging to find appropriate 
resolutions to the issues being raised.  However, it is essential that the debate on this subject does not 
impede the ability of Canada’s importers and exporters to move their goods to and from world markets or 
erode the confidence of Canadians in the reliability of their transportation system as an essential support 
to trade and the economy. 
 
Although we are aware that the B.C. Supreme Court yesterday passed an emergency injunction to 
restrain the protests that have been interfering with Vancouver port operations, we  view this as an 
imperfect solution that is unlikely to resolve the underlying issues at play, or hinder the ongoing ability of 
protesters to disrupt operations at various points across Canada’s extensive – and highly interconnected - 
transportation network.    
 
Given the foregoing, we urge the government to do everything in its power to find a reasonable 
resolution to these protests, with a view to assuring Canadians of the continued strength, reliability and 
efficiency of their transportation network throughout the country.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Broad 
President  
 
Cc: Mr. Michael Keenan, Deputy Minister, Transport Canada 

Mr. Shane McCloskey, Director of Policy, Minister of Transport’s Office 


